
April 17, 2025

Presented by
Casey Adkins, SETT-NDF

The role and responsibilities of the Nevada 
Division of Forestry SETT representative

Nevada

Sagebrush 
Ecosystem 
Program

1



General Responsibilities of the NDF Team 
Member

• Alternative Mitigation on Public Lands
• Public Lands Credit Projects
• Debit Projects
• Technology Support
• Collaboration with Conservation Districts (CDs) and Share Stewardship 
• Grant Administration
• Public Information Officer (Outreach)
• Other Shared Responsibilities

– Debit Project End of Life
– Semi Annual Reporting 
– Adaptive Management
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Alternative Mitigation on Public Lands
• Pinyon-juniper woodland removal, meadow enhancement, and 

anthropogenetic feature removal 
• Develop new CCS policies and procedures such as 

– Credit release schedules
– New mitigation project types
– Restoration collaborations with other agencies
– Best restoration standards for CCS restoration mitigation 

• Present ideas and goals to the SEC and Science Committee
• Discuss opportunities with Debit Proponents

– Net conservation gain
– Permitting 
– Debit obligation
– Feasibility 
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Project Development
• Early talks with Proponents
• Work with Proponents to find a project area

– Multiple iterations of this step to find a fitting project

• Start any required permitting and agreements 
• Develop a mitigation management plan
• Receive SEC approval if necessary
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Public Lands Credit Projects
• Active projects

– Pinyon-juniper woodland removal 
project with USFS

– General upland restoration project 
with NDOW and a Debit Proponent 
(~50,000 acres)

– Restoration project to be included 
in a Debit Projects NEPA

– Pinyon-juniper woodland removal 
project under consideration with 
the BLM (~100,000 acres)

• Draft Categorical Exclusion 
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Debit Project Involvement

• Manage 28 debit projects
– Attend NEPA meetings
– Work with Debit Proponents to 

implement the mitigation hierarchy
– Assist Verifiers with the HQT
– Provide quality assurances for pre-field 

and post-field submissions to ensure 
the highest quality data and the most 
accurate debit calculations

– Assist Proponents in credit 
purchases—from advising on potential 
purchases to finalized purchase 
agreements
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Technical Support
• Update and maintain the 11 GIS 

tools of the HQT 
– Approx. 7000 lines of code 

updated to python3 for HQT v2.0 
– Corrected functionality of the HQT 

transect tool
• Assist in the hiring and 

management of IT staff
• Assist IT staff in the development 

of the Anthropogenetic Removal 
Tool

• Day-to-day issues
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Collaboration with CDs and Shared 
Stewardship and Grant Administration

• NV Shared Stewardship Technical Advisory Committee
– Inter-agency partnership 
– Review pre- and post-funded projects 

• Goals: SEP restoration projects for sagebrush ecosystem 
conservation
– Apply for Shared Stewardship funding 
– Apply for grants like, the Landscape Scale Restoration Grant
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Public Information Officer (Outreach)

• DCNR Communications Committee
– Provide info on the SEP and CCS events for 

media coverage
• Local high school career fairs
• Facilitate advertisement for CCS 

Workshops through DCNR and local media 
organizations

• Teach the importance of sagebrush 
ecosystems in the classroom and field for 
Natural Resource Rookie Academy (training 
for future wildland firefighters)

• Guest speaker at Great Basin Outdoor 
School Day Camp
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Other Shared Responsibilities

• Debit Project End of Life
– Cheyenne and I work together 

• Semi Annual Report 
– As a team we each develop the 

sections of the report that align with 
our duties

• Adaptive Management
– Skyler and I work together 
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Thank You
Casey Adkins, SETT-NDF
Sagebrush Ecosystem Program

Phone: 775-687-2003
Email: casey.adkins@sagebrusheco.nv.gov
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